
CATHOLIC	PARISH	OF	HOLY	CROSS,	

ST	MATTHEW	AND	ST	GILBERT,	ECCLES	

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Ma�hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

YOU KNOW THE WAY... 

J esus says to his followers in today's Gospel: "You 
know the way to the place where I am going." Thom-

as however, as we have seen before, is too much of a 
realist and protests in just the same way we would do. 
He cannot at first grasp the concept of "Way" and in-
stead thinks of a normal journey. What is a way with-
out a clear des8na8on? Give him a postcode to punch 
into his sat-nav, and then he will be happy. But it just 
isn't so simple. "Where" is not for now. The journey is 
everything. "I am the way, the Truth and the Life" re-
plies Jesus – to Thomas, and to us. 

In today's world, we spend so much of our 8me rushing 
from one place to another. Our life seems like a series 
of des8na8ons with a brief task to fulfil before we 

move on to the next. And the journeying becomes 
more and more tedious – especially with the heavy 
traffic around Eccles, with roadworks, and a rush hour 
that lasts prac8cally all day. All this contributes to a 
feeling that journeys are nothing but a necessary evil 
as we try to get where we want, or need, to be. But it 
does not have to be like this. 

Christ presents a very different model of life. No longer 
is it a series of des8na8ons separated by journeys to 
get there. Instead, life itself is the journey – a journey 
not towards a place, but towards the wonder and glory 
of God himself. Along the way, we learn more and 
more about the God we seek. Li�le by li�le, we learn 
also about ourselves. We begin to discover who we 
are, and what is our place in God's plan for the world. 
We begin to discover the "voca8on" we reflected upon 
last week, and to learn that our journey is never alone, 
never travelled in isola8on. 

The Disciples were soon to become known as "Followers 
of the Way" – and this is our calling too. With Christ as 
our Way, our Truth and our Life, we travel alongside one 
another, knowing the only rest we will find, or need, is 
Christ himself. But have we realised it yet? Are we ready 
to be known as a Follower of the Way?   

MISSION APPEAL TODAY 
This weekend, we welcome Fr Franco  from the Com-
boni Missionaries, who is with us at all Masses to make 
our annual Mission Appeal in aid of their work promot-
ing the Gospel of Christ around the world. Let us give, 
as always, a warm welcome and a generous response. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Thank you to all those ministers who attended the meet-
ing/renewal session last week. A booklet with updated 
notes for Eucharistic Ministry in the parish is available from 
the Sacristy, for those who were not able to be there. 

5th Sunday of Easter 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Michael, Moira 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am: Angel, Tara 

OFFERTORY 
Collec6on:  6th/7th May:   See printed version 
  Priests’ Training Fund: See printed version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: Annual Mission Appeal 
Next week: No re8ring collec8on next week 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar8n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 8me 

Please keep the following kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: John, James, Catherine, Jim, Sheila, 
Sheila, Alex, Michael, Martin, Joanne, Aidan, 
Desmond, Eamon, Maureen, John, Stefa, Joan, 
Janice, Bill, Monica, Audrey, Ann, Malcolm, Har-
vey, Claire, Louise and baby Maisy, Lewis (12 
yrs. old), Caitlin (age 11), Loren (age 17), Marie, 
Paddy, John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Billy, 
Dennis and Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Mat-
thew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Pam, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Joseph, Martin, Ish-
rat, Elaine, Jayne and Christian, Mavis, Antony, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sr Alphon-
sus, Bernard, Vera, Jack and Joan, Kevin, Pat. 

Lately Dead: Austin Judge, Eddie Tinker, Freder-
ick Fee, Marie McGuinness, Betty Kemp, Patricia 
McGloughlin, Rosemary Hedger. 

Anniversaries: Patrocinio Gigante, Mary Croft, 
Lillian Peters, John Mongan, Helen Shannon, 
Mary Kelly. 

Remembrance: Mr Barron, Rita Richardson, 
Shelly Elkins, Mary, Bill, Joseph and Jean Rich-
ardson, Anne Stewart, Winifred and Dilys 
Worthington, Charles and Agnes Geeney and 
Marie Payne. 

We also pray: for May — in thanksgiving for her 
90th birthday, for world peace, for Bishop John 
and the restructuring of our diocese, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and 
residential homes, and for a number of special 
intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar8n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar8n@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mr Paul Boardman 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Wed, 10am-4pm) 
 Email:     secretary@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the website. 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 8mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  All enquiries to Mrs Anne Benyon 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma�hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 

Tea and coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma�hew’s 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross (Not available this week) 

Saturday:  11.00am-11.50am at St Ma�hew’s 
and 6.00pm-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma=hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro�     Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Rep:   Sharon Devlin 
            Email:    sharon@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

                                  WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 15th May) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis6c Service  

Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma=hew’s followed by 9.15am Eucharis6c Service  

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi6on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis6c Service  

Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma=hew’s followed by 9.15am Eucharis6c Service  

Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross  followed by 7pm Service and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (daytime):11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

BISHOP JOHN VISITING ST MATTHEW’S 
The bishop has arranged to visit the parish on Sunday week 
(28th May, the Feast of the Ascension), to say the 9am Mass 
at St Matthew’s and to stay behind for coffee and speak with 
those who wish. Those parishioners who normally attend St 
Matthew’s, and especially those whose family history in-
cludes baptisms, weddings, first communions and funerals in 
the church, face a particularly painful time as the diocese re-
sponds to change and seeks to move forward for the ultimate 
good of all. The bishop fully understands this, and we are sure 
that for all who will allow it, his visit will bring some comfort 
and healing. As always, we pray that Christ will stay with us all 
on our journey. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
The first mee8ng will be in the parish mee8ng room at Holy 
Cross on Tuesday week (23rd May) at 7pm. 

MANCHESTER 10K RUN 
Ellen Knowles will be taking part in the 10K run/walk on 
Sunday 28th May to help raise funds for HCPT.  Each year at 
Easter HCPT take children with disabili8es to Lourdes for a 
life-changing holiday/pilgrimage.  If you would like to spon-
sor Ellen there is a sheet to sign at the back of the church.  

ROME 2018 PILGRIMAGE 
This event, from Ss Peter and Paul Church, is now reorgan-
ised after its initial cancellation. Details are available from 
the poster on the Current board at the back of Church. 

FORTHCOMING MARRIAGE 
On Sunday, 18th June, Rachel Jackson (one of our Youth lead-
ership team) will be married to Andrew Marsden. Parishioners 
are welcome to attend the ceremony at Holy Cross, at 2pm. 

PARISH MINIBUS 
Following discussions with the parish Finance Commi�ee, 
we have for some 8me now been looking for a good, sec-
ond-hand minibus to assist with our work in the parish— 
and we are now in the process of comple8ng a purchase. 
A significant considera8on in its use will be offering 
transport to people who might otherwise find it difficult 
to get to Church a�er the forthcoming closure St 
Ma�hew’s church, (but please be aware that we do not 
yet know when this will be). However, many other ac8vi-
8es will also benefit from this new transport. We will, 
soon, be seeking volunteer drivers—it is a 3.5T, 15 seater 
Ford Transit, which can be driven on most standard 
(category B) car licenses, but there are age (and other) 
restric8ons both in the licencing and in the condi8ons 
which will be imposed by insurers. It is likely that we will 
be seeking drivers with clean licenses aged 30-70, but we 
will clarify this soon. For the moment we are seeking a 
volunteer co-ordinator who will take responsibility for 
the administra8on of the minibus, ensuring it is regularly 
checked and that drivers are available when required. 
Please speak to Fr Mar8n, Paul Boardman or Marie in the 
parish office if you would like to be considered for this 
posi8on. Thank you. 

BROOKHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
A free community event will take place at the Centre (on 
Buckthorn Lane, near the football pitches) on Wednesday 
17th May from 2-4pm, with a�ernoon tea, bingo etc. All 
welcome! For more informa8on, see the poster at the 
back of church, or contact Veronica via the church.. 


